Approved Minutes April 16, 2024

Stanton Township Board Meeting

Attending: Supervisor, Bob Benson; Karen Slininger; Danny Lundell, Treasurer, Mary Lundell; Clerk, Cheryle Peters; Tom Kurtz; Mary Ohmann, Bruce Ohmann, and Sue Mieska, Keith Gesme, Jeff Ballstadt, Jess Greenwood, Jennifer Ziemer , Larry and Susan Kuehn, Jason Jurisch, Scott Greenslit and  Keith Gesme.
Vice-Chair, Bob Benson called the meeting to order at 7pm. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. Vice-Chair Chair Benson called to reveal any conflicts of interest. No conflicts were revealed. 
Nomination and Election of Officers for the Township Board of Supervisors:

Bob Benson nominated Karen Slininger to serve as Chair of the Board of Supervisors; Bruce Ohmann seconded the motion. The motion passed 2/0.

Karen Slininger made a motion to nominate Bob Benson to serve as the new Vice-Chair of the Board of Supervisors; Bruce Ohmann seconded the motion.  The motion passed 2/0.
Agenda: A few moments were taken to review the agenda for the evening. Summit Golf Club was added to the agenda for a 3.2 Malt Liquor approval review.  A grader “for sale” was added to the agenda under New Business.  
Approval of Minutes From March 19th, 2024: Bob Benson made a motion to approve the March 19th, 2024 minutes. Bruce Ohmann seconded the motion; the motion passed 3/0. 
Public to Speak Regarding Non Agenda Items: 

Zoning Requests/Permits:

1. Keith Gesme, on behalf of the Cannon Falls Sportsman’s Club, requested an approval for renewal of a 3.2 Malt Liquor License for issued by Goodhue County.  Stanton Township Resolution #04162024CFSC, approving the renewal for the Cannon Falls Sportsman’s Club was executed. Cheryle Peters attested. Bob Benson made a motion to adopt the resolution. Bruce Ohmann seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0. 

2.  Larry and Susan Kuehn, 30340 Highway 56 Boulevard, Cannon Falls, MN 55009, requested approval to  construct one additional accessory building, 40x80. Stanton Township zones Parcel #410170500 as R-1 and Goodhue County zones the parcel as A-2.  The parcel is 8.30 acres in lot size.  

The Kuehns requested a Variance to construct the 3200 building, larger than the Residential zoning controls allow, also affecting the multiple Accessory Building limits in the R-1 zone.  The Kuehns indicated that the building would be used to shelter equipment. 
Bob Benson made a motion to approve the Variance, as requested for the 3200 foot Accessory Building and the associated Zoning Certificate approving construction.  Bruce Ohmann seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.
3. Jason Jurisch, 33370 Highway 56 Boulevard Dennison, MN 55018, requested a public hearing to consider a Variance; the Variance would allow the construction of a 32x48 Accessory building, using a 70ft side setback against the property line to the north. Parcel #410320600 is 25.58 acres located within the Township’s A-1 Zoning District, imposing 100 foot setbacks.  Goodhue County zones the parcel A-1, as well.  
Bob Benson made a motion to approve a public hearing; Bruce Ohmann seconded the motion. The motion passed 3/0. The hearing was set for May 14th, @ 7: 15pm.
4. Scott Greenslit, 5517 311th Street, requested a Zoning Certificate approving the construction of a 40x24 bedroom addition to the existing home, Parcel # 411500200.  The home is located within the Woodland Heights subdivision, .80 acres, R-1.  

Karen Slininger made a motion to approve the Zoning Certificate as requested. Bob Benson seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.

Mr. Greenslit, 5517 311th Street, also made a separate request for a separate project at the same address; he requested a public hearing to consider a Variance for a front setback on a three roadway convergence: 55th Avenue, Deerwood Drive and 311th Street. 

The project was described as the addition of a third stall to an existing attached garage.  Bruce Ohmann made a motion to approve the request for a public hearing.  Bob Benson seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.  The public hearing was set for May 14th, at the next Regularly Scheduled Planning Commission meeting.  
5. Jeff Ballstadt and Jessie Stoltenberg, 32957 County 24 Boulevard, would like to add onto their home on three sides: 18x18 on the front, 22x22 on the east side and 20x24 to the west.  Parcel #411000050 is located in the Township R-1 zoning district.  

Bob Benson made a motion to approve the Zoning Certificate, as requested; Bruce Ohmann seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.

6. Jess Greenwood, Goodhue County Public Works Engineer, spoke, in general terms regarding amenities for Lake Byllesby Park: a reservation system for the Pavilion facility,  and auto and truck parking (no boat trailers) accommodations; he introduced Jennifer Ziemer, Goodhue County Public Works. 
a. Ms. Ziemer requested some guidance from the township regarding reviews for reservation requests to use the Pavilion facility in Lake Byllesby Park.  Some discussion ensued regarding crowd sizes, alcohol consumption (currently no sales) and the associated liabilities.    
Goodhue County Commissioner, Brad Anderson, spoke briefly regarding public safety, current limits on alcohol in the park, and park rules in general.  

Karen Slininger made a motion to allow Goodhue County to grant approval or disapproval for Pavilion reservation requests.  Bob Benson seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.

b. Mr. Greenwood gave an overview of the official request, submitted in 2023, for additional parking in association with the use of the pavilion.  He noted the township’s invitation to revisit the request, for an amendment to the Conditional Use permit issued in 2019. Discussion ensued regarding public safety, parking stall markings, turf damage, gauging needed upgrades and DNR limits for boat traffic and trailers.  
Bruce Ohmann made a motion to approve the request, from Goodhue County Public Works,  for approximately 65-75 additional parking stalls, to the east of the existing parking in Lake Byllesby Park.  Bob Benson seconded the motion; the motion passed 3/0.  Mr. Greenwood acknowledged the public safety concerns that have been expressed in the past regarding “cliff jumping” in the vicinity. He gave a brief report regarding some possible solutions on the subject, going forward.  
7. Telcom- Request for Utility Approval: Bob Benson made a motion to approve the request from Jane Brown for a utility repair, 33820 Goodhue Avenue; the excavation permit fee had been submitted with the application and $10,000 performance bond was received.  Karen Slininger seconded the motion; the motion passed 3/0.
8. Summit Golf Club requested an approval for renewal of a 3.2 Malt Liquor License issued by Goodhue County.  Stanton Township Resolution #04192022sgc, approving the renewal for the Summit Golf Club, was executed. Cheryle Peters attested.  Bob Benson made a motion to adopt the resolution. Karen Slininger seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0. 

Clerk’s Report: 

1. Cheryle Administered Oath for Bruce Ohmann- Bruce Administered for Cheryle

2. Elections-New Training Schedule  was Received From Goodhue County Auditor 

3. PNP Reimbursement Opportunity – Training and application deadline of May 11th, 2024

4. Renewal Process For Zoom-Seems to be active with an expiration date of May 1, 2025

5. Cheryle reported that the SLRP deadline had been extended until July

6. Cheryle reported that the Website has been intermittently down

7. Beacon notices were placed 
8. Filing, Shredding and Recycling Day with Karen-April 1st

Bob Benson made a motion to approve the Clerk’s Report. Karen Slininger seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.
Beginning Balance $393,893.11
	Receipts 
	$531.54

	Disbursed
	$42,076.76

	Ending Balance 
	352,347.89

	March, 2023
	$373,934.67


Treasurer’s Report:

Mary Lundell recited the township’s “receipts and disbursements”, March  1- 31st, 2024, including a total. She then submitted the Cash Control Report and Statement of Receipts, Disbursements and Balances (Schedule 1 YTD) and requested that the supervisors sign it.  They did so.  The Clerk’s reconciliation of the bank statement and Cash Control Report were submitted for Supervisors’ review and signature, as well.

A brief year to date review, of historic Fund balances, was made.  The monthly Ending Balance for February 2023 was noted as 373,934.67. It was reported that Receipts were sourced mostly from fees and some interest from First Farmers & Merchants; Mary reported that she had included the Bank Statement for the checking account, per request; she briefly explained the format of the statement, compared to the monthly reports from her and from Cheryle. 
Bob Benson made a motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report.  Bruce seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.

Mary requested that all check signers would update the paperwork from the bank, for return to First Farmers and Merchants. Mary reported that, with MAT consult she had written a pay policy/job description for an Election Assistant outside of the Head Judge description; a new Wage Notice was acknowledged, with a retroactive effective date.  She offered information available from MAT.   
Mary reported on Claims List for Approval regarding supervisors’signatures; if there is more than one list, the supervisors would sign each list.  
Mary reported that Tom Kurtz’s unemployment ACH is due May 31st in the amount of $77.18.

Bob Benson made a motion to accept the Treasurer’s Report, as stated.  Bruce Ohmann seconded the motion. The motion passed 3/0.  
Building Report: Cheryle reported that the racking has been returned to the wall. Thank you, Danny.
Road Report:
1. Road Inspection report conducted Monday, April 15th was reviewed. 

2. Letter From Andy Hines, 31074 55th Avenue Way, Culvert site was inspected and approved.

3. Bob Benson made a motion to approve $5,000 for tree removal from the ROW, by Safe’s Tree Service.  

4. Karen Slininger agreed to meet with Danny Lundell to compose a document used to direct emergency procedures after an equipment operator incident.   

Bob Benson made a motion to approve the Road Report.  Bruce Ohmann seconded the motion. The motion passed 3/0. 
Bob Benson made a motion to purchase gravel, as needed, within a limit of $80,000. Karen Slininger seconded the motion.  The motion passed.  
Old Business: 
Planning Commission Recommendation for Text Amendments to the Ordinance was discussed per the Planning Commission minutes April 9th. Cheryle Peters noted that zoning request for variances have been numerous and can be documented.  Building permit records indicate that township overlay zoning changes have occurred, over the years, with or without residents’ knowledge.  
Karen Slininger made a motion to approve a public hearing to consider proposed Ordinance Text Amendments including Map Amendments; Bruce Ohmann seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0. The hearing was scheduled for May 14th, 2024. 
New Business:  
1. A Short Meeting to sign Payroll checks was scheduled for Friday, April 19th @ 9:30am

2. Three Chloride Quotes were offered to the township: Northern Salt, @ $1.463; Envirotech Services @ $1.80 and Luhman’s Construction @ $1.33
Bob Benson made a motion to purchase Calcium Chloride from Luhman’s Construction @ $1.33 per gallon; Karen Slininger seconded the motion.  The motion passed.
Bruce Ohmann made a motion to offer dust control treatments to residents @ $50 charge per 100 foot increments.  Bob Benson seconded the motion. Some discussion ensued.  Cheryle was asked to send a notice to 310th Street residents offering the chloride form and price, as well. The motion passed 3/0.
3. Danny requested that Chloride orders be submitted on or before May 16th.
4.
Building Maintenance: 

a. Inside- Regular maintenance was discussed as mostly a yearly floor buffing and bathrooms.
b. Outside town hall grounds- The subject of mowing was tabled until May for a mower equipment purchase price check and discussion.
5.
Grader for sale @ $265,000 per an ad forwarded to the township email.  Some discussion ensued.  The research was considered as a good start. 
Reports of Meetings/Trainings Attended:
1. MAT Conferences via Zoom on 1st and 3rd Tuesdays

2. Day at the Capital April 8-9th
3. Annual Road Tour and Inspection Monday, April 15th @4:00pm.  Report was offered for the record 4-16-24.

4. Cheryle reported that she had viewed an SOS Training on PNP reimbursements and procedures.

Upcoming Meetings: 
1. Township Tuesday Conference Calls-1st and 3rd Tuesday

2. Local Board of Appeals and Equalization Open Book Meeting –Wednesday, April 17, 11am; Training validation was noted. The meeting and the role of the township supervisors was briefly described.  
Mail:   Karen Slininger made a motion to review the mail.  Bob Benson seconded the motion. The motion passed 3/0.  
Claims:  Karen Slininger made a motion to pay claims.  Bob Benson seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.  the motion passed 3/0.   
Adjourn:   Karen Slininger made a motion to adjourn.  Bob Benson seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3\0.  The meeting adjourned at 9:59pm.
Respectfully submitted_______________________

Cheryle A. Peters 
Clerk, Stanton Township_________________________
Karen Slininger
Chair, Stanton Township Board of Supervisors____________________________
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