Approved Minutes May 21, 2024

Stanton Township Board Meeting

Attending: Supervisor, Bob Benson; Chair, Karen Slininger; Road Manager, Danny Lundell; Treasurer, Mary Lundell; Clerk, Cheryle Peters; Road Crew, Tom Kurtz; Mary Ohmann; Supervisor, Bruce Ohmann; Sue Mieska, Larry Kuehn, Jim Johnson and Scott Greenslit and Dave Lorentz.  Jenelle Sternitzky attended via Zoom.  
Chair, Karen Slininger called the meeting to order at 7pm. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  Chair, Karen Slininger, called to reveal any conflicts of interest. No conflicts were heard. 
Agenda: The agenda was reviewed. Mary Lundell requested to speak regarding communication, in general. Chair Slininger slated the subject under the Old Business category. Mary, also, requested that the Goodhue County Comprehensive Plan be noted for discussion. Chair Slininger designated the subject under the New Business category.   
Approval of Minutes From April 16th, 2024: Some discussion ensued regarding chloride vendor quote information.  The minutes were edited removing the submitted mowing quote language under New Business. Bob Benson made a motion to approve the April 16th, 2024 minutes, per requested edits. Karen Slininger seconded the motion; the motion passed 3/0. 
Public to Speak Regarding Non- Agenda Items: 

Zoning Requests/Permits:
1. Jason Jurisch, 33370 Highway 56 Boulevard Dennison, MN 55018, requested a Variance; the Variance would allow the construction of a 32x48 Accessory building, using a 70ft side setback against the property line to the north. Parcel #410320600 is 25.58 acres located within the Township’s A-1 Zoning District.  Mr. Jurisch is requesting a Zoning Certificate approving, the construction, contingent upon approval for the Variance. The Jurisch’s might be attending via Zoom.  
2. Scott Greenslit, 5517 311th Street, requested a Variance on road setbacks for a separate project on the property, Parcel #411500200.  The project was described as the addition of a third garage stall, onto the existing attached garage.  The 14x22 garage addition construction would not meet the required 58ft. setback against 55th Avenue; the proposed setback would be 42ft from center.

Mr. Geenslit indicated that he would need, also, to secure a Variance from Goodhue County for the project. Bob Benson made a motion to approve the Variance, including the Zoning Certificate, as requested; Karen Slininger seconded the motion. It was noted that the associated Zoning Certificate would be contingent upon approval of a Variance, from both jurisdictions. The motion passed 3/0.
3. Dave Lorentz, 4900 Scout Ridge Road, requested a preliminary township review for a proposed plat creating three lots out of Parcel #410141500, 6.1 acres, Stanton Township, R-1, Goodhue County R-1 with a county Shoreland overlay.  Karen Slininger read aloud an email from Sam Pierret, Goodhue County Zoning Administrator regarding county controls and regulations.   
Bob Benson made a motion to give preliminary support for Mr. Lorentz ‘s proposal to subdivide Parcel #410141500, 6.1 acres into three parcels; using a plat under Goodhue County Zoning jurisdiction.  Karen Slininger seconded the motion, as a “best use”.  The motion passed 3/0.  
Clerk’s Report: 
Cheryle reported the following:

1. As of the Planning Commission meeting April 9th, the Zoom remote services appear to be appropriately active with an expiration date of May 1, 2025, no charge for 2024.
2. A Northfield WiFi support staff technician assisted her to restore the Town Hall Connection to the Website.
3. Beacon notices had been placed for the public hearing notices.  
4. She had signed and sent the excavation permit to Telcom Utility.
5. Certification of the ARPA report for final disbursements, 2024.
6. She had certified the Presidential Nomination Primary grant application to Secretary of State’s Office for some election reimbursement. 
7. Chloride applications and payments were processed.
8. She had participated in the Clerk Election Training in Red Wing.
9. She had placed an order for Township Manuals.
10. She had sent out 125 pieces of  mail for three public hearings

11. She had mailed out a notice to 310th Street residents informing them of changes to the chloride program for their addresses.
Bob Benson made a motion to approve the Clerk’s Report. Bruce Ohmann seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.
Beginning Balance $352,347.89
	Receipts 
	$1,081.38

	Disbursed
	$13,140.57

	Ending Balance 
	$340,288.70

	April, 2023
	$359,074.96


Treasurer’s Report:

Mary Lundell recited the township’s “receipts and disbursements”, April  1- 30th, 2024, including a total. She then submitted the Cash Control Report and Statement of Receipts, Disbursements and Balances (Schedule 1 YTD) and requested that the supervisors sign it.  They did so.  The Clerk’s reconciliation of the bank statement and Cash Control Report were submitted for Supervisors’ review and signature, as well.

A brief year to date review, of historic Fund balances, was made.  The monthly Ending Balance for April 2023 was noted as $359,074.96. It was reported that Receipts were sourced from zoning certificates, public hearing fees, excavation permits and some interest from First Farmers & Merchants; comments ensued regarding submission of receipts for reimbursements. Mary requested a motion from the Town Board approving a stop payment action on check #11390 to Zoom Video Communications; Bob Benson made a motion to approve the stop payment to Zoom Video Communications.  Bruce Ohmann seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0. 
Bob Benson made a motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report.  Bruce Ohmann seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.

Mary requested that all check signers would update the paperwork from the bank, for return to First Farmers and Merchants. 
Building Report: 
Road Report:
1. Jim Johnson, representing Bargen, Inc., addressed the Town Board Supervisors; Danny noted that he had contacted Fahrner Asphalt Sealers, LLC for a quote, with no response.  Mr. Johnson presented 3 options for review;  Option 1 was chosen for approval: Chip Seal for Deerwood Drive, 55th Avenue, 311th Street Path, 312th Street Path, Oxford Mill Road, 1 Long Road and 1 Short South end, 324th Street, 325th Street and 59th Avenue Way, Cherry Lane and Wildwood Road, 59th Avenue Way, 303rd Way and 304th Way.  The total price to Chip Seal all street locations listed above was quoted as $142, 277.00.
Some discussion ensued.  

Bruce Ohmann made a motion to accept the quote for Chip Seal work, described, under Option 1 at a price of $142, 277.00.  Bob Benson seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.  Karen Slininger signed to authorize the work, as accepted.  Per Mr. Johnson, the work is expected to be completed by Labor Day.

Some discussion ensued regarding notice to residents about the road repairs and the possibility of incidental damage to exposed vehicles; the township’s website could be utilized for such a notice.   

2. Danny reported that he was again looking for a vendor to do brush spraying for the township roadways.  Danny noted that he has not seen any Wild Parsnip in the township.  
3. Danny reported that he had put down rock. 

4. Some discussion ensued regarding the remedy for cutting the shoulder on 310th Street @ Nate’s Garage; lowering the ditch was suggested. Discussion ensued regarding regrading. 
Bob Benson made a motion to approve the Road Report.  Karen Slininger seconded the motion. The motion passed 3/0. 
Old Business: 
1. Mower Acquisition - Bruce Ohmann  reported that he had researched prices for two mowers:

a. a John Deere 0 turn, 54” blade deck; 

b. a Skagg, from Nicolai Repair; 31 H- Kawasaki Motor Diesel; 
c. some discussion ensued regarding a temporary remedy for the grounds mowing and maintenance;
d. Sue Mieska, 29679 23rd Avenue Way, recommended that movement forward should take place, regardless of some procedural errors.
e. Bruce Ohmann made a motion to place an ad in the Beacon for quotes from, independent contractors, to use their own equipment and insurance to perform grounds mowing at the Town Hall location, June-October, 2024.  Bob Benson seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0. 
f. Bruce Ohmann offered to mow one time until quotes could be secured.  
2.
Chair Slininger reported that the Boy Scout Camp would be willing to purchase 100 feet of dust control, at the subsidized price for each residence fronting 310th Street.  Residents would be able to purchase additional chloride, at the subsidized price, at their own expense.  

Bruce Ohmann, made a motion to invoice Northern Star Council, (AKA the Boy Scout Camp) at the subsidized rate, for 100 feet of dust control treatment for each effected residence, east of Highway 56 on 310th Street.  Karen Slininger seconded the motion. Some discussion ensued. The motion passed 3/0. 

Bruce Ohmann made a motion to discontinue dust control treatments for the entirety of 310th Street and 40th Avenue Way, east of Highway 56, at the township’s expense on a metered purchase. Karen Slininger seconded the motion. Some discussion ensued. Residents on 310th Street would be able to participate in the township’s dust control program, at their own expense, beyond the standard 100 feet provided by the Boy Scout Camp. The motion passed 3/0.
3.
Karen offered to work with Danny on an Incident Response Policy Document; she indicated that she would send him a format, following a little more research.
4.
The Planning Commission Recommendation for Text Amendments to the Ordinance was tabled, for a vote, until the drafts would be available in context.    
New Business:  
1. Mary noted that Goodhue County would be revising the Goodhue County Comprehensive Plan and was taking public input for the revisions.  A survey could be accessed from the Goodhue County website. A hard copy had been delivered, to the township, in the mail.
Reports of Meetings/Trainings Attended:
1. MAT Conferences via Zoom on 1st and 3rd Tuesdays; Mary Lundell reported that she had viewed the presentation regarding the characteristics of publishing and posting.  Social media was discouraged as an online method of communication.  Township websites were preferred. 
2. Danny referenced the Township magazine for input from another township for Heavy Equipment Acquisition programs; he also recommended an article about entering private property to do township tree trimming and removal work.   
Upcoming Meetings: 
1. Township Tuesday Conference Calls-1st and 3rd Tuesday
2. Town Law Review- Friday, May 31st in Otsego @ 8am.
Mail:   Karen Slininger made a motion to review the mail.  Bob Benson seconded the motion. The motion passed 3/0.  
Claims:  Karen Slininger made a motion to pay claims.  Bruce Ohmann seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.  
Adjourn:   Bob Benson made a motion to adjourn.  Bruce Ohmann seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3\0.  The meeting adjourned at 9:57pm.
Respectfully submitted_______________________

Cheryle A. Peters 
Clerk, Stanton Township_________________________
Karen Slininger
Chair, Stanton Township Board of Supervisors____________________________
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